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This -is a su ms ay report of rsy trip to Dallas with Commission 
Etr&ers Senator John Shcrnon Cooper, John J. KcCloy, and Allen U* 
Dalles* Hr. Dulles did not arrive until approximate ly 1;00 p.a. oa 
Fsl&ay, Kay,G, so It scaevhat interfered vita the overfill itinerary 
for the trip. 


, • ' i 

| The other two Coeniseicn members arrived on Thursday evening. 

On Friday coming we set at 9* 3° after bresikfast' and traveled the 
route through downtown Dalian, stopping at the Texas School Bock 
Depository Building. Ho did not go inside the building, but rather 
surveyed the entire area, including standing at the various points 
in the street where Secret Service estimated the shots struck. In 
addition, m stood at the .point where Sapruder took his pictures, 
and had with us the 35-^llliffieter slides fro© the Zaprudar film, 
with a "small battery-operated slide viewer. If the trip were to be 
made again with other Ceaniss loners, I would reccEsaend getting a 
somewhat larger viewer which I believe can be obtained at relatively 
nominal cost, for it was difficult to see details in the elides with 
the one- that m had* 


Ife then wallcod up behind the, .fence to view possible shots if 
an assassin were to bo located at those points, and then wont to the 
overpass* The Commissioners were obviously impressed with the topog- 
raphy and the fact that a shot from behind the fence would present a 
cross-shot which vouM bo infinitely ssora difficult and also would be 
confronted with problems of obstructions, including street signs* 


■ Proa the overpass, the problem would bo cosspou nded by the 
increased distance that any shot vmld have to travel (at least the 
first shot, and perhaps the second) and, in addition, the drop in 
elevation between the overpass and ths various positions of the 
autcmobllo would almost prohibit any shot striking oa occupant of 
the car without going through tlvs windshield —at least this is what 
appeared to the naked eye* 


The Commissioners requested that when Kfiasuroments are undo 
at the scene they should include, not only measurements from, the 
assassination window, but also the various xxacurciaanta from the 
underpass, such os the angle of any shot and whether or not a shot 
would haw to pass through the windshield. la addition, the distance 
of each shot should be measured from the unleipass. j 



• CcmaisaicaGro Cooper ©id McCloy then tcok the route to Parkland ^ 
Hospital nni inspected the emergency roca where President Xcjnacdy Vos 
token* Proa Parkland Hospital ve vent to -thePalna cad the BexiUo 
hcaoa in Irvins for ua inspection of the topography* We did not go 
inside either heme. In particular, vs examined the location vhcro 
Oswald vas seen, carrying the long package cad putting the package into, ■'> 
the car on the sornias of Hovcaher 22* f : ■■ , ;’ i-/ 

/ ” ■ I . ■ 

After -meet lug Hr. SuHes at approximately 1:30, we took the has 
i^routc and the taxicab route of Oavnld on the afternoon of Uoverfeer £2, - 
ssl then, vent to the ccens of the Tippit shooting. fho Cesroiaslosers 
examined the scene front the viewpoint of the different witnesses, and 
I related from various positions what each witness saw and did*' Froa ’> 
there > vo went to the parking lot Where the Oswald licit -tua sippered 
jacket woo round* --v-- 

Then vo drove to the vicinity of the Bendy Shoe Store and the 
Tfeceas Theater. We first want into the shoe -store lobby, where the i 
testimony of Johnny Brewer vaa reviewed. The Ckssaiosicnero then 4 

walked to the Texas Theater and talked to the ticket cashier, Julia. ,-K 

Postal, who mis on duty m Ijovtusber 22* Then the Cossaiss loners ' V 

walked inside and talked to the usher sad concessionaire . la, both 
Instances I first reviewed briefly the teatisony of each of these 
two witnesses* \ 

We then walked into the lobby end inspect©! the theater -itself, :'h 
where X explained what took place at the tisa Oswald was apprehended. 

The Ccasiss loners stopped at the residence at 1025 north Bosley • 
Street on the vay out to the Tippit scans* After leaving the theater, 
they went to the Jfeeiy Street residence and looked at tSas place where 
the picture of Oswald with the rifle bad been taken. They also tried, ■ 
to go upstairs to view the bathroom where Devoid van supposedly kept 
by Marina at the time of the alleged Hixc-a incident* However, no oas ■•/:. 
was heue in the Kcely Street residence. 

We then vent for an appointment with the Esyor, vko is t £fea 
chairasn of the board of Texas Industries* This was to be a.l^-miuato 
courtesy call, but turned out to be something like an. hour because the 
sjf^yox* related the hacJcground of planning the trip, Among other things, . 
the Kcyor said thdt Governor Connolly did cot want the trip into Texas : 
because of a potential split within the Ik^ocxutic Party, but rat iicr 
that the trip was desired by political advisers of the President- Our / 
original schedule wan to call at the office of the united states Attorney, 
which vac near our place of ©acting with the sayor (at the Ecpuhlic -Sank); 
in order to conserve time, X invited the staff of the Uhl ted States 
Attorneys office over to ©set with the Commissioners la the board -of- 
dlrectors room of the bank, end va set for fifteen, minutes with these 
people. ■- ■ 



‘Then vo vent to District Attorney fecLc’s office -ho vas out 

* bUt l ' S ^ vit * i bis first assistant, Janos Bowie, end-elso 
vrlth ~.;e person who prosecut r& Ruby, Far. Alexander. 2b Is vas to bo 
pr-usarl^r a courtesy call. ■ Burins the conversable me, the cucotioa 
c ~ . CG23e un& tb& District Attorney ’s office 

C f , P 2at tiK5y vou -^ ^ vsr 7 btppy to cooperate vith us ana had no 
oojccvicns to. oar cxEoiniag Ruby* They indicated that within a period 
or ten days ^frozj tbo dat© of tie meeting the psychiatrists* rcvjorfcs 
would be complete eu whether or not Ruby vos competent, and they 
indicated that they believed all three exaa Inins psychiatrist 3 would 
find his competent* 

Pinolly, vq vent to the police station to sect the Chief of 
• FoXxae • do also S3t vith Captain Frit a and viewed the plaecc where 
Oswald vas interrogated, as veil &tt his cell and place of arraisnseat, 
and took, tbs rente of transfer of Oswald doaa the Jail elevator end 
Into the underground Baraga* 

Sfenb evening, Dean Storey extended an invitation to the three ■ 
Cceaaissionors for dinner vith a fav invited gueato. 1 vac also invited 
oat declined on the aosuaptlon that the invitation to rco vas jaorcly a 
£Sitcer of courtesy and that Is® would want to heap the group as n 
as possible* • 

The noxfc day ve net at $:30 and- left So r the Terns ScSock Booh 
Depository* where ve spent <pdte a bit of tlae inside the buil'dlng. 

At that t-isas Kr« Truly fact us, and the Cosssfcsloaers requested that 
Officer Bfker, who rm into the build tag vith Mr. Truly shortly after 
the assnscitxatioa, also be there* patroliam Baker .caca, tfe first 
vent to the sixth floor and looked out the assassination window. The 
Secret Service provided a telescopic sight, and the Ccesaisoiomra each 
tech' the position of Oswald end sighted down .Bln Street,. ¥lth us ve 
had the rc-cnactr^at pictures of the Secret Service* to show' vssrlcuG 
positions of tbs car* 

Wo completely vent through the sixth floor and located at the 
place where Rolling Re-Aiders wore located and also at the place vhem 
the pop bottle and chicken bones were found* tfe inspected the place 
where the long piper sack; vas found. Shea vb took the route that the' 
assassin toc&j across tba sixth floor and down the stairs. 

l&sa ve got down to the fifth floor, wa vent to the piaws where " 
tho three tfegro non hud been located, and -vs looked up to ascertain 
the composition of the floor and the appearance of spaces between the 
floor sad the vail* Then, eiapiy gun shells ware dropped on the sixth 
floor s)ol & bolt action rifle vas operated while the Ccsraissioneras 
vere at the window, so that they would have an opportunity to learn 
vhetbsr or not those sounds could be heard. . I know that Ccmlssioncr , 


» 
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12*020 ccrccsdsj Sector Cooper, whose hearing cceso 
* little tit below average, cold that bo could sot hear then, 
“ii ho ■ coiEttjated on his hosTing problem* 


K<i then wont to the windows on the west side or the fifth 
floor where tba throe ssen voat iO’A^fXjT' after tlx> assassination. 

It could reedily be seen that one could not ooe the stairway frew 
the vest widows because of the obstruct ioa of psnsaxteut cabinets* 

then went down, to the second floor. In the interim, while 
coning down Press, the sixth floor, ve inspected the place where the 
rifle had been found* On the second floor ve viewed the luncarocn, 
and Cfficer Baker ro -enacted vhat happened at that point. Also on 
the second floor vo encountered Mrs. ft. A« Bell, who saw Oswald 
cerryiss the coco. We interviewed Mrs. Bold, and then ve took the 
route thnt the nss&ssia followed down to the first floor. P&trclaatt 
Baker nisi Mr* Truly then re-enacted the scene of their coaisg into 
the building: sad the route they took, indudlns the place where the ■ 
zjotorcyde vus parked, sad the prohlesss encountered rannins into, the 
buiMlng, calling for the elevator, et cetera,. 


After spending additional tiiae inside the building end inspect- • 
las the back entrances, wo then vent out to the street and took t ha 
vantage point of Brennan while & Secret Service agent stood in tho 
window where the shots rare fired, 00 we could see the problems involved 
. in identification. V.& then want to the point where Arnold. Eouload 
stood, and bed a Secret Service agent stand in the southwest comer 
window q-x the sixth floor to see the mxhleris of visual sight fret* 
the partie«l:»» location Borland was standing. Agnla 00 went out into 
the street, where police put up blocks to keep, traffic out of the 
aiddla lane, while v& stood there to sac how early the shots could 
have been fired, Prcra visual observation, I do not belie v* that the \ 
shots could Stave been fired around frasae 190, end I orplainod to the 
CccE3iacios3crs the problems of Governor Coon:dly*a tcsthHony that ho 
,. ;• was not hit by the first shot* Frda them ve vent to the spot Vhora 
'i Abrshaa Sapruder had taken ids moving pictures, and then vent hshinl 

•/■ the fence to see vlj&t kind of a. shot could be fixed, and than want to 

the triple overpass. Vo not only looked ut the prcblerns confroiited by 

—say potential assassin fresa the triple underpass, but la addition we 

pointed out why the isctorcs&a did not proceed down Main Street— 'chore 
was a ssdiaii strip which would have neceeai bated a hairpin turn la 
order to tnbe the cutoff to go onto Stesmss. . | , 

* t 

Throai^iout this period of time wo were followed by k group of 
•newspaper reporters, phctogxaphert, and television cffi3snjmn> Vo- ' 
advised ties that wiion v$ had completed our work wo would xsa^e a 
■stateaoat* Senator’ Cooper and Mr. Dulles appeared before a television 
casern to be intcrvie;^--€0J23isci<KK'r McClcy had already left far the ; 
,.. sixport to catch a private 4®t aircraft to go on a hunting trip into 
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A to be -u-elX catieficl. Attorney Genov:-! C irr> 


fro::: the 3 tu 
Boon Storey, 


* c-r Texas, was with. us on Saturday r»rain& together vitU 
and both of then were present, at the ' latei'Vlevo Wittorney 


General C: 
plc te cm: 


err also isade a 
L'idaucC in the 


etGtccent in which he said that they bad eon- 
invc ctiy&t lea being carried on by the CcvtaIosIcu. 


uhcn^jrcoocd an to 'how long it would tale to have a report. 
Senator Cooper a.-Od that lie would isustoo that it would tahe two to 
three tmiha of additional voiv:. «o one seesad to have any ©b*oetica 
at ail— e wsryone seesod to feel that It van sost iaporttat that the 
uer! be doss prcpcrl y, as Senator Cooper said* 


: 1 believe that the CoESE^tetfioaera war© veil satisfied with their ,.. 
visit to Dallas, It is ry farther belief that this added a treoea&ous ': • 
amount to their cccprehc aai on of the meioua prcblctsa, as veil as the ... . ... 
testimony that has bean tehee before the CcsKlaslon. In addition., I 
third; that direct contact with Messrs. Bovie csA Alexander In the T 
District Attorney's office van very helpful* Also, 1 believe that 
frea a public-relstions staalpoiat the trip to Balias van jsost wortljMhlle 


2 should add several additional sidelights* Allen Dulles has 
eluays been intrigued by the Holding Seeders and wanted to set a , ; 
Hollins Header to ta!e bade to introduce into evidence*! J5r* Truly 
then said that ia ‘valid £iw ns one, provided that v© vpuid autograph : 
a copy for his. -Hr. Bullet then wanted a personal copy* autographed 
by everyone, $s did Attorns Co&eral Carr* Ha had a tea-winnt* break 
Inside tbs T£BD BuHdins cn Saturday «>«sing w5iila cvexyoajs wa$ auto- 
^aphinii various- copies, of Bolliag Bsadora* j . ♦ . 

<5a Tuesday night tisca Ccsssissio ner KcCloy Qsfc in, ho vent to a ■ 
jsevisstcujd to a r&gscine sad did not seen to find vhat he vas loohlag 
for, so 2 suggested that ba-cauM. teSc» a at our ffehnnsy 2$ report • ' 
- ia Area II, if ho wanted to do acscst prefatory reeding for cur vorh. 

This Ire consented to do and, to mho a leas story short, ho retd throng 
the sH^or part of the- report tbst alfifrt and the IfeH^wing slight* Be • 
seetsod to sstauaderstend the basic purpose of the report, for ho sug- 
gested that us did not joist up enough sa'gusvents to ^ho w why Oswald, 
vaa the assaseia* 2 probably should have stated at Abe beginning that 
the purpose of this report was not to show any ssfcjor exclusions, but 
rather it vas an -effort ta collect all of the evidence that vs ceald . 

: obtain at that date, to be used as a factual basis for further Investi- 
gation and woo*. Cosssias loner McGloy did state that in the final report 
he theusbt that we should be rather cosplete in developing iraasoaa and 
•©ffirmfciva ofcatosssats why Oswald was the .assassin-- ho did not believe ■ 
that it should just sorely bo a factassl restatoaont of what vc bad found. 

Plaslly, 2 believe that the record should ahov that vt? had epXondM 
Kooporatioa frees both the Secret forvice ausi the FBI* Inspectors KaXIoy 
aui'i{pxisy ware with us at aSX tjaas* Host of the actual leg vorl vus- 
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done by Deere t C-crvica people , but Inspector Ililloy had ren st ,, 

by la the cvoi^t* vlxiiv there sl^it be ua occasion to call upetx th© 121* 


¥& final re cojcug slat !.oa 1© that the other Co^tcclouere should 
tube a. trip t-o Ik-JJLas fur personal inspection. I think tl^at sossr 
person vho is rssdlirisr with the area sliouM be with tins. This does 
act ajccsrecrily hava to b© the inuers.l£n od, for other staff mnbsrs 
arc fcsslllor with the ©area, cx& also I thls& that the Secret Ccrvica, 
bavins geii? through Shis, should be able to answer saost questions. 

Xf another trip is sard©, wa should sank© arsuasozsaato to view the TOBD 

Bunding if at all possible os. Saturday etoraias*- Ala©, X thick. that 

it would be helpful to have tscso of the actual participants there, 
such as Kr* Truly, Officer Ulcer, et cetom, if theso people cooperate- 
usd X hollo v© that they will bar wry happy to do this* 


•< 
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